THE YEAR OF SALVATION
Hind Khoury, address at the Kairos Week Agape in the Abbey in Iona 1.6.17
Reading: 2 Corinthians 6: 1-10
Dear brothers and sisters, I am humbled by the opportunity to address you today at
this holy place of love and justice. But I am empowered by a faith that makes us one
in the Body of Christ.
You have received me with love and grace as a representative of my people, a
representative of a land suffering persecution, hatred and war, yet we all know it is
the land of promise, of hope, justice and peace. Thanks to St Paul for so well
describing the culture of resistance that my people have practised for so long. We
Palestinians, the people of the land, never gave up hope in a God of Justice and
faith, in a living creative church loyal to Jesus Christ.
The history of Palestine is that of recurring occupations. Occupations of mighty
empires who came and left. Jesus lived under Roman occupation and oppression as
we live under Israeli occupation and oppression. As Jesus stayed with his people to
bring them liberation, he stays with us today. We have no high priest to support us
but we have Jesus whose revelation in Jerusalem on the cross is of utmost
importance. It enabled Palestinians to take one defeat after another and remain
resilient making defeat lose its teeth and earthly power lose its victory.
We are living in important critical times. This is a Kairos moment, the year of Jubilee,
the year of salvation and the year of the lord. This is 100 years since the Balfour
declaration which promised our land to part of the people of the land and delegitimized the remaining Christians and Muslims. It is 70 years since the UN
partition of Palestine and 50 years of the occupation that started in 1967.
Just as the Jews of the first century endured suffering and humiliation without
surrendering their longing for justice and their passion for freedom and dignity, so do
we, the people of the land. And we will not give up because we know, intrinsically
and consciously, that:
•

Jesus brought good news to the poor, emphasizing a God of love. If God is
love, then humankind will be liberated from bondage which is based on fear
and punishment rather than love and compassion.

•

Jesus called for the deliverance of the captives and liberty for all those who
are heartbroken. He appealed for freedom.

•

Jesus called for the year of Salvation , a jubilee year where God wills that
usurped land is returned and captives return home.

It is time to end this prolonged occupation and oppression of the Palestinian people
in order to liberate and humanise both occupied and occupier, as clearly stated in
the Kairos Palestine call of Palestinian Christians from the midst of their
suffering.Our hope emanates from a culture of faith as expressed by people and
communities like yourselves who stand in solidarity with us and refuse to give
up. Our hope emanates from internal strengths. I will provide few examples:
•

Look at our prisoners of conscience... 800,000 Palestinians suffered the
incarceration of Israeli prisons since 1967 , that is 3/4 of our adult population,
but resistance goes on.

•

Perhaps our women are the best embodiment of this wonderful hope that
drives Palestinian faith in justice and peace. Armed with learning and
education and through thick and thin, they continue to teach the young and
protect them from soldiers and violent settlers. They support husbands even
when jailed for resisting injustice. They earn a living for the family, nurture
deeply rooted traditions of working the land, and keep faith in a God of
Justice. They do so as their mothers and grandmothers did over millennia
while armies came and went in this Holy Land.

•

Our youth make up 65% of the population... they seek a meaningful life with
joy and purpose, with determination. Cultural and social life is thriving as
they resist the painful realities through their films, visual art, theatre, music
and a lot more.

•

Palestinian Christians speak boldly for truth and justice. Their work and
influence contribute to the struggle of the Palestinian people far beyond their
numbers and even as occupation and oppression pushes them out to migrate
to other parts of the world.

In this context we can only be gratified and comforted because of your
determination to continue the struggle alongside us with love, determination and
clarity as I have witnessed in the last few days at Iona.
Just as spring never fails to return, as the flowers grow again, including on battle
grounds, as the light returns with every new day and as we continue to breath, live
and reproduce, so does hope for a better and a more human and moral world. This
will be the best witness of our true humanity and unity in the body of our Jesus Christ
I leave you tomorrow nurtured by your love, understanding, and solidarity. Thank you
for being true brothers and sisters.

