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This position paper is an update to that written in July 2023 in response to the extreme and 

accelerating urgency of the existential threat to Palestinians. Both that paper and this 

update respond to the Cry for Hope from Palestinian Christians calling us to renewed 

action. This update reflects recent developments in Israel/Palestine and our experience 

since our original statement in 2017. By refining our position, we support Iona Community 

Members and Associate Members in coming to a deeper awareness and activism which 

promotes a just future for all in Palestine and Israel. 

 

Current Context 

In 2025 we are witnesses to the deliberate starvation and slaughter of the people of Gaza. 

In response to an Open Letter from Palestinian Christians, we join with the UN Special 

Rapporteur on the occupied Palestinian territory as well as lawyers and academics, NGOs, 

and kindred spirits in all faiths and none – all of whom name the State of Israel as 

committing crimes of genocide, apartheid and ethnic cleansing. We again assert God's love 

is for all people. 

 

May 2023 was the 75th anniversary of the Nakba (the catastrophe). When the State of 

Israel was being established (1947-1949), about 750,000 Palestinians were dispossessed 

and displaced. Many became refugees, thousands were killed and hundreds of villages 

razed. These numbers have been dwarfed by the violence perpetrated by the State of 

Israel since October 2023. 

 

The actions of October 7 2023 by Palestinian militants should have been independently 

investigated and tried at the International Criminal Court (ICC) under international law. So 

should the ever-increasing evidence of Israel’s crimes: illegal settlement, detention without 

trial, collective punishment, occupation, apartheid and ethnic cleansing across the occupied 

Palestinian territory. In Gaza a path of extermination has been chosen instead of one 

informed by a faith which liberates, found in the prophetic voices of our common scriptures. 

We believe these scriptures can still lead to restoration through justice.  

 
But as we write in August 2025, we see the fulfillment of the statement by Yoav Gallant, now 

former Israeli Defence Minister wanted for trial at the ICC for war crimes, “I have ordered a 

complete siege on the Gaza Strip. There will be no electricity, no food, no fuel, everything is 

closed.” 

 

We see that aid is being used to further weaponise starvation as a strategy of genocide.  

 

We pray for deliverance from these catastrophic evils, for peace on Earth. 

https://www.cryforhope.org/
https://www.kairospalestine.ps/index.php/resources/statements/a-call-for-repentance-an-open-letter-from-palestinian-christians-to-western-church-leaders-and-theologians
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/279/68/pdf/n2427968.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/279/68/pdf/n2427968.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention/definition
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.10_International%20Convention%20on%20the%20Suppression%20and%20Punishment%20of%20the%20Crime%20of%20Apartheid.pdf
https://unric.org/en/international-law-understanding-justice-in-times-of-war/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/defense-minister-announces-complete-siege-of-gaza-no-power-food-or-fuel/


Our Commitment 
We maintain our position as in 2017: a just future for Palestinians and Israelis is only possible 

through the establishment, throughout Palestine and Israel, of equal rights irrespective of 

religious and ethnic background and identity.  In building on and expanding the colonial 

practices of the British and others, the State of Israel violates the human rights of Palestinians 

in a settler colonial project. We call for decolonisation with an active, peace-making, 

reconciliatory and reparative process, undoing the harm that the settler colonial project has 

inflicted on Palestinians.  

 
We again commit to and call for international pressure through the non-violent Boycott, 

Divestments and Sanctions (BDS) movement. BDS recognises the human rights of all 

Palestinians suffering from Israeli oppression in Israel, the occupied Palestinian Territory, and 

beyond. BDS is an act of non-violent solidarity, pursuing equality, freedom and justice. It is 

consistent with the spirituality and values of the Iona Community as we act in obedience to 

Jesus’ teaching to love our enemies whilst resisting evil. 

 

We join in international solidarity with Palestinian unarmed popular resistance, anti-colonial 

Israeli peace movements, and like-spirited international organisations. In 2020 we heard the 

Cry for Hope, a plea for renewed and decisive action issued by leading Palestinian 

Christians.  Since Cry for Hope was issued, reports from Human Rights Watch, Amnesty 

International, prestigious Israeli Human Rights organisations (B’Tselem and Yesh Din), and the 

UN have found that the actions of the Israeli State meet the internationally recognised legal 

definition of apartheid.   

We call on our churches, denominational and local, to move beyond passive concern to 
action. As in South Africa during its own struggle with apartheid, the authors of Cry for Hope 
called for the Church worldwide to be true to itself. Palestinian Christians have been knocking 
on our door for decades, asking that churches work for justice. Too often they are given charity 
without justice. In response, we call for the morally responsible investment of church-based 
funds and encourage churches to challenge any misuse of religion that promotes oppression or 
supremacism. 

We reaffirm the need to scrutinise Christian theology, repenting for historical antisemitism 
and condemning Christian Zionism. We oppose any theology or use of Scripture to justify 
privilege and discrimination, as being contrary to the teaching of Jesus. To oppress, whether 
with violence or with ideas, dehumanises both the victim and the oppressor. 

We deplore and condemn both antisemitism and racism towards Palestinians. With a 
growing number of Jewish voices worldwide we reject the false equivalence between Judaism 
and Zionism; doing so is not antisemitic.  In challenging Zionism, we refute the false legitimacy 
and impetus given to anti-Palestinianism which is enshrined in Israel's Nation State Law. 
 
We join with Human Rights Watch and the UN report calling for the rejection of the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) working definition of antisemitism.  Its 
negative impact on advocacy is reported by the European Legal Support Center.  

We reject any characterisation of Palestine and Israel as “a conflict” when the struggle is far 
from equal. We deplore the way in which the situation is misrepresented in much of the media 
and political discourse. This is not a religious conflict or struggle but a political issue requiring a 

https://iona.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Israel-Palestine-statement.pdf
https://bdsmovement.net/
https://bdsmovement.net/
https://www.kairospalestine.ps/index.php/resources/publication/a-dossier-on-israeli-apartheid-a-pressing-call-to-churches-around-the-world
https://www.sabeel-kairos.org.uk/morally-responsible-investment-in-israel-and-palestine/
http://christianzionism.org/
https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/resources/working-definitions-charters/working-definition-antisemitism
https://res.cloudinary.com/elsc/images/v1685978238/The-Practice-of-Suppressing-Palestinian-Rights-Advocacy-FINAL-PP/The-Practice-of-Suppressing-Palestinian-Rights-Advocacy-FINAL-PP.pdf?_i=AA


political solution based on international law and principles of justice.  We call for the inclusion 
of Palestinian voices and experiences in addressing the issue. 

We welcome all interfaith and other initiatives concerning Palestine and Israel which name 
and abhor the settler colonial system and desire a future under international law with justice 
for all. We distinguish between partners in dialogue and those who engage in “peace 
initiatives” that merely seek to normalise settler colonialism. Dialogue across divisions fosters 
relationships:  a foundation for an ultimate creative and just future for all.  

We stand in communion with all people in our shared home Earth. As we affirm and seek 
equal rights for Palestinians and Israelis we are united with all people across the world 
especially the displaced, disadvantaged and oppressed. In the words of Maya Angelou, “No one 
of us can be free until all are free”. This call to unity is made even more urgent by the world-
wide ecological crises, felt in Palestine and Israel in extremes of heat and floods with 
vulnerabilities exacerbated by Israeli policies. We are called to renewed global vision and 
cooperative action otherwise we all face a global catastrophe. 

We reaffirm the 2012 Iona Community Call, responding to the 2009 Kairos Palestine 
document, A Moment of Truth: ‘We are called to respond boldly to the deepening suffering of 
our sisters and brothers in Palestine under occupation by Israel. We stand in faithfulness and 
solidarity with Palestinians and Israelis who are working tirelessly for a peace based on justice.’ 

We echo the 2015 Kairos Britain document Time for Action: ‘We can be silent no longer. It is 
time for prophetic faithfulness. It is time for action”. This is horrendously true now in 2025 as 
we see the crimes of genocide and witness mass murder, mass injury, domicide, ecocide, 
eliticide, scholasticide and planned theft of the land. We dismiss the claim that this is self-
defence. “Never again” has failed.  
 
We again hear and amplify Palestinian voices and seek to respond to the SOS from A 
Jerusalem Voice for Justice. We again assert that refusal to act at this time is collusion in the 
crimes being committed, now well evidenced, by the State of Israel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact us  
 

Israel/Palestine Common Concern Network  
Iona Community 
 
Email: CCNPalestine@iona.org.uk 
Website: www.iona.org.uk/our-resources/common-concerns  
 
 
 
Photo credit: Hosny Salah 
 
The Iona Community is an ecumenical Christian movement seeking new ways of living the gospel in today’s world through working 
for peace and social justice rebuilding community and in the renewal of worship. Company No: SC096243 Charity No: SC003794. 

 

http://www.sabeel-kairos.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Time-for-Action.pdf
https://www.sjesjesuits.global/2025/06/08/a-jerusalem-voice-for-justice-an-ecumenical-witness-for-equality-and-a-just-peace-in-palestine-israel-2/
https://www.sjesjesuits.global/2025/06/08/a-jerusalem-voice-for-justice-an-ecumenical-witness-for-equality-and-a-just-peace-in-palestine-israel-2/
mailto:CCNPalestine@iona.org.uk
http://www.iona.org.uk/our-resources/common-concerns
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