	Volunteer Application Form
for Iona Abbey Centre 2027
	[image: ]


Please only proceed with filling in this application form if you have read all the information, including the team roles and visa information at www.iona.org.uk/volunteer

	1. PERSONAL DETAILS

	Name (First name and Surname):


(Please underline the name that you are usually called)

	Nationality:


	Do you have the right to live and work in the UK?            ☐   YES      ☐   NO
(See notes below and tick the correct answer)

Yes  - You have the right to live and work in the UK, if you have either a British passport or ‘Settled Status’ with the UK Home Office.  Answer “Yes” if this is correct.
 
No - If you do not have the right to live and work in the UK, you will need to apply for a work visa in order to take up a volunteer role at Iona Abbey.  Please make sure you have read the information on the Iona Community website about visa applications.  It is in the “Practical Information” section of the volunteer page.  

You will have to cover the costs of the visa application, and your travel costs to the UK. 
The Iona Community will provide support and information, but can rarely help with the costs of the visa and travel.
                  
We will check your documentation as part of the application process

	Gender:  please tick the appropriate box

☐ Male

☐ Female

☐ Non-Binary

☐ Other 

☐ Prefer not to say


What are your preferred pronouns?
	Volunteers must be aged 18 or over, before their volunteering start date

Age: Are you 18 or over?  

       ☐   YES      ☐   NO

	Address where you can be contacted:







	Telephone No:
Please include international code if outside the UK



	E-mail: (please print clearly):




	How did you hear about this opportunity?






	Are you currently: please tick the appropriate box

☐ Working   ☐ Unemployed   ☐ Student   ☐ Retired   ☐ Other

Please give brief details (e.g. current or previous occupation, or if you are a student tell us what you are studying and where)











	2. LENGTH OF STAY AND AVAILABILITY

Iona volunteer roles are ideally for a period of around 3 months, and can be for up to the full season, around 8 months.  For first time volunteers, roles are for a minimum of 6 weeks. 

How long would you like to volunteer for (how many weeks, or how many months)?  



When are you available? (please give the earliest date from and the latest date to):








	3. ABOUT YOURSELF 
(if you are completing this form by hand, please use additional sheets if you need more space)























	How did you hear about the Iona Community?






	Why are you interested in working as a volunteer for the Iona Community on Iona?

	Which voluntary roles are you interested in applying for?  
· Please read through the team profiles in the ‘Meet the teams’ section on our website, and use as much space as you need to tell us which teams you think would be the best fits for you. 
· If you are interested in more than one area of work, please list them in order of preference, with your top choice first. 
· Explain why they appeal to you, and what you would bring to the positions in terms of experience, skills or personality.
· Give as much information as you can about your suitability. It will enhance your chances of selection.

































	Interests and skills 
Please include any other skills and experience that might contribute to our common life on Iona. This could include whether you play a musical instrument, have had first-aid training, have a valid driving license, and any other information you think could be relevant.



	Training and qualifications: including formal training, with approximate dates where possible 

	Work experience (including voluntary work): Please state approximate dates when possible

	Special Needs and Adaptations

Many of the tasks our volunteers assist with are physically demanding e.g. walking several thousands of steps every day (mostly Housekeeping, Maintenance and Sacristy) teams, standing for long periods of time (mainly Kitchen and Shop teams), lifting and bending (all teams).   Many volunteers live in accommodation in the village and will need to walk from the volunteer accommodation to the Abbey buildings, for meals, services, and work. This is about 0.3 miles, in all weathers.

Please tell us about anything which may impact your ability to carry out certain tasks, or to live in our community accommodation.  Also please tell us about any adaptations which can support you to volunteer and participate in community life.










	Emotional Health and wellbeing
Volunteering on Iona can also be emotionally demanding, and we have a duty of care for all our team. 

Please tell us about anything that we need to be aware of as we consider your application.











	Because of the nature of our work, which includes providing accommodation and recreational facilities for young people, Section 4(2) of the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 does not apply, and we need to know about any spent convictions as provided for by the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act (Exemptions) Order 1975.

Have you been convicted of a criminal offence or have you any criminal charges pending? 

☐   YES      ☐   NO 

If YES, please complete the separate declaration form (available at www.iona.org.uk/volunteer) 
Place the completed form in a sealed self-addressed envelope, place this within another envelope and post to:
 
Volunteer Declaration Form, The Iona Community, The Welcome Centre, Isle of Iona, Argyll, PA76 6SN, Scotland 

This will enable us to ensure that the information you give in this form will be treated in the strictest confidence.  If you are called for an interview this will be shared only with those people directly involved in the interview, otherwise it will be returned to you unopened.

Please note that this will not necessarily preclude you from volunteering with the Iona Community, and that all information given will be treated in strict confidence.





	4. REFERENCES 

Please give details of two people who are willing to act as referees for you. We will only contact your referees – if possible by email - if we decide to offer you a position.  

Please note that we not be able to make a formal offer to you if we have not received two references.  You should therefore ensure that your referees are able to respond promptly to our request. References will be kept on file for two years.


	Referee 1 should be able to comment on your work abilities (e.g. former employer, work supervisor or tutor, but NOT a friend or relative):

Name:





Address:






Tel:

e-mail: (please print clearly)


In what capacity are you known to this person?




	Referee 2 should be able to provide a personal reference (e.g. a family friend or your minister, but NOT a relative):

Name:





Address:






Tel:

e-mail: (please print clearly)


In what capacity are you known to this person?







	5. DECLARATION

I wish to apply to volunteer with the Iona Community and confirm that all information given here is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

I also confirm that I have read and understood all the information about volunteering on Iona available at www.iona.org.uk/volunteer before completing and returning this form.  
                                        


	





Signature:
(this can be typed if application is being sent by email)

	






Date:



PLEASE RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM BY ONE METHOD ONLY 
in either of the following ways:

e-mail:  VolunteerApplications@iona.org.uk  (preferred)

post: Volunteer Applications, Iona Community, Welcome Centre, 
Isle of Iona, PA76 6SN

Applications are considered on an ongoing basis but most of the volunteer positions for 2027 will be allocated by the end of January 2027. It is strongly recommended that you apply before 16th November 2026 for a better chance of being offered a place. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for your application.
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