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			My favourite time of year is Advent. ’Don’t start singing carols until the Sunday before Christmas (at the earliest)!’ I used to say (and still do).

Advent is a journey to be embraced, not a service station to be sat in until the big day comes.

A few years ago, when I was learning Spanish, one particular, everyday word entered my vocabulary which fuelled my love of this liturgical season.  The word was esperar, a verb meaning ‘to wait’; but it also means to hope, and to expect. And in that one word, esperar, my love for Advent is summed up.   It is a time of waiting – with hope and expectation.

But, what are we waiting for? What are we hoping for? What are we expecting? not just as individuals but as community. What are we expecting, hoping, waiting for in the life of the world, the church?  In the life of our family and friends and in our own lives?

Today, right now, it feels like we’ve been in Advent for years. There is so much which has to change: our relationships with those we disagree with, our relationship with those who are different, our relationship with the earth and its resources. But there too is hope and expectation in the waiting.

Day by day, whatever we are looking forward to, whatever we are anxious about, we can go forward, as individuals, with friends, colleagues, together, in the sure expectation that God is with us. God is holding us when we need to be held, letting us go when we’re ready to fly, always our companion on the way.

“The people were full of expectation …” wrote Luke. Let that continue, whatever is ahead of us. And even if our expectations aren’t fulfilled as we want or hope, let us live, open to the surprising possibilities of life in all its fulness.

Eternal spirit of Esperanza –

in our waiting, our hoping, our expecting

as God’s people together –

Ask much from us

expect much of us

enable much by us

encourage many through us.

Advent is a season of hope for new beginnings…

Incarnation is ours to embrace.

 

Thanks to Caro Penney, Iona Abbey Warden, for this contribution to Sounds of Iona.

Ruth Harvey is away.

Photo credit: K Scott/Iona Community


		

	










	
	




        
	
		
			     Postcard 6: Darkinjung Country and GuriNgai Country (Central Coast), Awabakal Country : (Newcastle) and Meanjin, Yuggera and Turrabul Country (Brisbane) 

		

		
			    Hope and devastation – a response to COP28 
		

	


	    

    	




	













	




		
	   		
CONTACT US
			Suite 9 Fairfield,

1048 Govan Road, Glasgow

G51 4XS,

Scotland, UK

Tel. +44 (0)141 429 7281

E. admin@iona.org.uk





		
IONA
			The Abbey

Isle Of Iona,

Argyll

PA76 6SN,

Scotland, UK

tel: +44 (0)1681 700 404

 Get Directions >



		
CAMAS CENTRE
			The Camas Centre

Ardfenaig, Bunessan

Isle Of Mull,

PA67 6DX,

Scotland, UK

tel: +44 (0)1681 700 367

 Get Directions >



		
GET INVOLVED
			Contact 

Work With Us 

Volunteer 

News & Stories

Press Centre



		
LEGAL
			Terms & Conditions 

Cookie Policy 

Privacy & Data Protection 

Safeguarding Policy 



		
        
		







  

    
    
            
        © The Iona Community, Suite 9, Fairfield, 1048 Govan Road, Glasgow, Scotland G51 4XS


Iona Community (known as The Iona Community) is a Scottish Charity regulated by the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR).


Company No: SC096243 | Charity No: SC003794      
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